
March 3, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

As you may know, during Monday night’s agenda study session of the Fox Chapel Area School
Board, I recommended a return to five-day-a-week in-person instruction for Dorseyville Middle
School, Fox Chapel Area High School, and pre-kindergarten students beginning on Monday,
March 15.

The School Board is expected to vote on the proposed changes to these instructional models at
its regular business meeting on Monday, beginning at 7 p.m. (Information on how to attend the
virtual meeting can be found on the Fox Chapel Area website under “About Us” and “School
Board.”)

Should the Board approve the return to five-day-a-week in-person instruction for these students,
there are several key points that I would like our parents/guardians to keep in mind:

● There will be three instructional models available for secondary students:
○ Five-day-a-week in-person instruction
○ FCA Virtual: Blended Learning – both synchronous (live) and asynchronous

(self-paced) learning
○ FCAO – fully asynchronous learning (open only to those currently enrolled in the

program)
● Parents/guardians will be asked shortly after the March 8 meeting, if the instructional

model shift is approved, to commit to one of the above instructional models.
● A number of COVID-19 mitigation efforts will continue to be enforced, such as properly

fitted face masks worn at all times, frequent hand washing and sanitizing, and physical
distancing to the maximum extent possible.

● The district will continue to maintain a robust contact tracing protocol.
● As I mentioned during Monday’s School Board meeting, if cases of COVID-19 dictate a

school closure or shift in instructional model, we will do so without hesitation.

Please know that we have carefully and deliberately been weighing the appropriate time to
return these groups of students to five-day-a-week in-person instruction. We believe that the
mitigation efforts and layering strategies already in place have made a difference in
safeguarding the health of our students, faculty and staff, and the greater school community. In
fact, none of the individuals who have had close classroom contact with a COVID-19 case in our
schools have tested positive as a result of exposure in our school buildings.

On another note, I’d like to congratulate the newest members of the National Honor Society. I
hope that you will help celebrate their achievement by watching their virtual induction ceremony,
which debuted this evening on the Swift Fox Media YouTube channel. Congratulations to these
students for persevering and overcoming despite challenging circumstances this school year,
and attaining this prestigious honor.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDRF-8iawpA


Until next week, Fox Chapel Area, be happy and well!

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


